HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
Cootei later Sir Eyre Coote, . . 3 General SmilM General
Preston4 and others—all well-versed in the art of warfare had
occasions to witness him in battle-fields, admired his intrepidity,
and confessed that he was their superior in courage. Any
further narration descriptive or detailed becomes unduly long
and tedious.
His modesty
His modesty was   as   remarkable   as  his   generosity.    In
addition to his endeavours to please the minds of the people, he
the English. Later on he took Devikottah in Tanjore and rose to be
the Commander-in-Chief of the Company's forces in the East Indies.
(1)	Coote, Sir Eyre,   (1721-1783)   came to India in 1754, and took part
in the war against Siraju'd-Dawla.    It was on his  advice  that  Give fought
against the Nawwab at Plassey.   He was appointed in January 1759 to com-
mand the troops at Madras ; defeated M. Lally at Wandivvash, in November
1759, taking that town as well as Karunguzhi and Arcot.   He besieged   and
subjugated Pondicherry in January 1761.   He was  once again appointed to
command the troops in Madras   in the year   1769   and later on became the
Commander-in-Chief   of   the British forces in India.   He   fought   in the
Second Mysore War, raised the siege of  Wandiwash  in   1781 and  defeated
flEaydar All decisively at Porto Novo.   He died at Madras  in  1783.    (Fide
Wylly : Life of Sir Eyre Coote.)
 (2)	The author mentions another name General KLYIV which is not to
be identified.
 (3)	General    Smith    served   in   the   Carnatic   under   Clive   and   was
taken prisoner by the French in 1753.   He commanded the garrison at Tri-
chinopoly in 1758 and also took part in the siege of Pondicherry  (1760-61).
He defeated the combind forces of IJaydar and the WazJr near Tiruvanna-
malai in September 1767.   He became a colonel in 1768.   He took Tanjore
for Nawwab Waliijah in 1773 and retired soon after.
(4)	General   Preston  probably  Captain  Achilles   Preston, who -was in
charge of the fort at Chingleput during M. Lally's siege of Madras, and
caused great uneaseness to the  French besiegers of the city of Madras by
his movements. He suspected the perfidy of the Sepoy Captain, Yusuf Khan,
against the Nawwab in 1762-63.   At the early age of 30, he besieged Madura
which was then in the possession of the rebel Yusuf Eian and was slain
in the  course of the operations against the   city.    (S. C. Hill, 'Yusuf Khan
the Rebel Commandant' 1914—pages 78 et seq.)
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